
Polaris 

Community Profiles

Your Presenter: 

Elizabeth Maxwell

Telephone Reference Librarian

Lee County Library System



What, How & Where ?



• A database for information about 
community resources.

• Accessible to all users from the PAC 
and staff client

• Improves community outreach

What are Community Profiles ?



Example from the Lee County Library 

System



Template Fields

• Publications

• Fees

• Subjects

• Blog



How to Begin a Community Profile 

database

Identify the 
Community 

Groups to include

Decide what 
information about 

each group to 
include

Decide on a 
uniform format 

for all Community 
Profile records

Develop a process 
for adding 

information

Develop a process 
for updating 
Community 

Profiles yearly



How to build the CP database
Go to Polaris>File>New>Community Record













Record of Updates







Entering the Data



Searching the Data

• Via the PAC

• Via Staff Client



Searching from the PAC









Staff Client Searches







Look here:

• Barrington Area Library

• Brownsburg Public Library

• Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library

• Manhattan Public Library



Example from Topeka & Shawnee 

County Public Library



Example from Manhattan Public 

Library



Logos



Questions??


